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behavioral science in pursuit 
of poverty alleviation
across the ”Global South”
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Busara in numbers

Completed Projects

500+
Decision 

Labs

3
Full-time 

staff

130+
Countries covered

45



BusinessesGovernments and 
Bilaterals

Non-ProfitsMultilaterals and 
Foundations

A Few Clients



Two Types of 
Applied Behavioral 
Science
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Leung and Wendel (2019)8
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Gender Based Violence in Guatemala

GBV is pervasive
1 in 12 girls and women aged 15-49 are estimated to have 
experienced physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence 
within the last twelve months (MSPAS 2015). 

Limited access to healthcare services
There are few prevention policies and limited access to 
services, especially for indigenous women.

Policy implementation is weak
Lack of funding, corruption, high impunity, and low state 
presence means poor implementation and little trust
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Impact with a time-delayed feedback loop
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* For the technically minded, I’m assuming an additional 
balancing feedback loop that stops calls from decaying to 0
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Impact with a time-delayed feedback loop
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* For the technically minded, I’m assuming an additional 
balancing feedback loop that stops calls from growing to 
saturation (i.e. a “limit to growth”)
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What’s next?

Behaviorally realistic 
leverage point analysis

Intervention design 

Field testing



A Few Observations
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1. 

Embedded behaviors are 
different than isolatable ones

For embedded behaviors, 
we must “see the system”
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2. 

We need methods that watch for 
unintended consequences

Not just backfiring — systemic changes 
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3. 

This type of BeSci 
isn’t necessarily “fun”

But it is gratifying
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If you’d like to chat 
steve.wendel@busara.global

mailto:chaning.jang@busaracenter.org
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